IS

D QO
\)
"‘\,P’
For Immediate Release Find us on
Contact: Noreen Jaramillo www.emergencehealthnetwork.org
Director of Communications noreenjaramillo@ehnelpaso.org

(915)342-2464

Emergence Health Network Hosting Town Hall Discussion Focused on
Supporting Individuals with Intellectual or Developmental Disabilities

Did you know the wait time to receive state funded IDD services in El Paso can be 16-17 years?

(EL Paso, TX July 2024) Emergence Health Network (EHN) is teaming up with El Paso Matters to host “A Time to
Care” Town Hall discussion open to the public which will focus on enhancing services and the future of state
funding to better support individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities (IDD).

“This is a very important topic that needs to be highlighted in our EL Paso community and throughout the state
because quality care for those with IDD, which is a very vulnerable population, is being challenged,” said Rene
Hurtado, EHN Chief of Staff. “One hot topic of discussion that needs some real attention in Austin, is securing
competitive wages for Direct Support Professionals (DSP) throughout Texas. These are the individuals who are the
caregivers and often the lifelines for residents with intellectual or developmental disabilities. There is a big
discrepancy between the current hourly wage provided by the state for IDD Direct Support Professionals and the
hourly wage given to DSP’s at state supported living centers and it’s for providing the same type of assistance. This
is not only a concern at EHN and at other Local IDD Authorities in Texas, but with private IDD providers as well.”

Additional funding would help recruit and retain qualified and experienced staff to assist and support individuals
with lifelong intellectual or developmental disabilities in various settings. Agencies could also expand their
services and serve a larger population of those with IDD, reducing waitlists for state services. “The waitlist to
receive state funded IDD services for adults is a huge concern throughout the state. Here is El Paso for instance,
that wait is 16-17 years! That means if you have a child who is diagnosed with IDD, you will have to put their name
on the list for state IDD services right away, so that they would be eligible to receive those services as an adult,”
said Kristi Daugherty, CEO Emergence Health Network. “Increased funding could help elevate this significant
challenge. To provide the highest quality of care that these individuals deserve, we need to have a bigger voice in
Austin.”

Currently there are an estimated 485-thousand children and adults in Texas diagnosed with IDD. In 2023, EHN
provided IDD services for more than 1500 adults in EL Paso.

IDD Town Hall Discussion
When: Thursday, July 11, 2024
Time: 6 pm-7:30 pm

Where: El Paso Community College (EPCC) Administration Services Center
9050 Viscount Blvd. Auditorium A
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