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Emergence Health Network in Collaboration with NAMI El 

Paso Receives $126,000 to Train a Mental Health Peer 
Policy Fellow to Benefit our El Paso Community 

  
(El Paso, TX July 2022) Emergence Health Network together with NAMI El Paso is excited to announce that it has been 

awarded $126,000 by the Hogg Foundation for Mental Health to hire an In-House Hogg Peer Policy Fellow. The fellow will 

receive intensive training, education, and experience in mental health advocacy and policy work.  

Policy engagement is fundamental to maintaining and improving the social determinants of health. Yet many organizations 

lack the capacity to engage in mental health policy work on a meaningful scale. With the Hogg Foundation’s support, 

Emergence Health Network and NAMI El Paso is bolstering the mental health and substance use policy workforce to make 

long-term systems change in the El Paso community. 

“Our communities continue to face challenges related to the pandemic and the health care inequities it exposed,” said Dr. 

Octavio N. Martinez, Jr., Executive Director of the Hogg Foundation and Senior Associate Vice President for Diversity and 

Community Engagement at The University of Texas at Austin. “We all stand to benefit from the difficult and important 

work that these policy fellows will be doing.” 

“Emergence Health Network is proud of our collaboration with NAMI El Paso and what this grant means for our 

community. We our one of only 10 organizations in Texas and the only ones in El Paso to receive this grant from such an 

important and high-profile foundation that knows the importance of improving mental health care throughout Texas,” 

said Kristi Daugherty, Emergence Health Network Chief Executive Officer. 

“The Hogg Foundation for Mental Health’s grant funds allow us to hire a Hogg Peer Policy Fellow, and to provide them 

with an experienced mentor. This individual will attend the Hogg Mental Health Policy Academy where they will receive 

training to help in their advocacy work in Texas.  Ultimately this is going to help the residents of our community,” said 

Isidro Torres, NAMI El Paso Executive Director. 

Established in 1940, the Hogg Foundation for Mental Health envisions a future in which the people of Texas thrive in 

communities that support mental health and well-being. Using a variety of approaches, including grantmaking, convening, 

research and public policy, the foundation works collaboratively to transform how communities promote mental health 

in everyday life. 

To apply for this new position go to www.emegencehealthnetwork.org and click on the employment opportunity tab. 
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