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Emergence Health Network Nominated for the
2020 Director’s Community Leadership Award
Given by the FBI El Paso Field Office

(El Paso, TX April 2021) Emergence Health Network is pleased to be nominated for the 2020 Director’s Community
Leadership Award (DCLA) given by the FBI El Paso Field Office. The press statement released by the organization said, “El
Paso Luis Quesada, special agent-in-charge of the El Paso Field Office, is pleased to announce the nominations for the
2020 FBI’'s Director’s Community Leadership Award. In year’s past, the FBI has only released the final recipient. This year
SAC Quesada felt it was important to share organizations that were nominated because of the contributions made to the
El Paso community during a time when the community needed assistance.

Hundreds of El Pasoans were physically and emotionally injured following the tragic events of August 3, 2019 at the
Cielo Vista Walmart. Emergence Health Network (EHN), led by Kristen Daugherty, moved quickly to provide for the
mental health needs of victims and the community alike.

Ms. Daugherty and her staff first reported immediately to support the Family Reunification Center and Family Assistance
Center. The EHN team then developed a multi-media campaign to inform victims and the community of mental health
services available to them while attempting to remove the stigma of receiving mental health counseling by encouraging
people to seek counseling.

Emergence Health Network and Ms. Daugherty continued to serve the El Paso community throughout 2020 which
transitioned into facing the COVID-19 Pandemic and the severe mental health toll it had taken on individuals. The
mental health impact of violent crime, trauma, tragedy, and disaster is one of the most under-recognized and difficult
aspects to treat. In her efforts, Ms. Daugherty demonstrated not only community leadership but also care, kindness, and
compassion for the victims and a community devastated by a senseless act of mass violence and now a community
reeling from the mental health toll that the COVID-19 Pandemic had placed on it.”

“This is a big honor for Emergence Health Network and its dedicated staff who have worked non-stop to help our
community through these back to back tragedies. Healing takes time physically and emotionally. It’s a process and we
are here to help,” said Kristi Daugherty EHN Chief Executive Officer. “We would like to thank SAC Luis Quesada for
recognizing the important work we do for our community.”
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